
 
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING  

MONDAY, April 20 , 2020 

 
The Common Council was convened at 7:02 p.m. and was called to order by President Ellis.  

This meeting was held following Governor Cuomoôs executive order 202.1 and it live streamed 

on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/albany.commoncouncil/ using Zoom as the meeting 

platform. 

 

The roll being called, the following answered to their names:  Anane, Balarin, Conti, Doesschate, 

Fahey, Farrell, Flynn, Frederick, Hoey, Igoe, Johnson, Kimbrough, Love, OôBrien, Robinson and 

President Ellis. 

 

Also present was the following staff:   Danielle Gillespie, John-Raphael Pichardo, Brett 

Williams, and Michele Andre. 

 

Council President Ellis led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
The Clerk read the title of the ordinance for the public hearing: 
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 3.31.20 (MC) AS AMENDED 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PARAGRAPH B (PERMITTED USE TABLE) AND 

PARAGRAPH C (USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS) OF PART 3 (USE REGULATIONS) OF 

CHAPTER 375 (UNIFIED SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT) AND PART 6 (DEFINITIONS 

AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION) OF CHAPTER 375 (UNIFIED SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALBANY IN RELATION TO THE 

OPERATION OF BLOOD PLASMA CENTERS 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 21.31.20R 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL CONSENTING TO THE REMISSION OF 

INTEREST AND PENALTIES REGARDING 2018 PROPERTY TAXES DUE TO THE CITY 

OF ALBANY FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 286-288 LARK STREET AND 

REQUESTING THAT THE ALBANY COUNTY LEGISLATURE PASS LEGISLATION 

AUTHORIZING SUCH CANCELLATION OF INTEREST AND PENALTIES 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/albany.commoncouncil/


The following member of the public spoke: 

 

1. Celeste R. Harp, 48 South Main Ave, Albany, NY (Oppose Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As 

Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

2. Catina Mavodones, 59 Melrose Ave, Albany, NY (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As 

Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

3. Angela Lewin, 721 Madison Avenue, Albany, NY (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As 

Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

4. Olga Z. Porterfield (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

5. Zachary Simpson, 175 Homestead Ave, Albany, NY 12206 (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) 

As Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

6. Jack Guzewich, 61 Melrose Ave, Albany, NY 12203 (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As 

Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

7. Janet Dwyer Stutzman, 226 Euclid Ave, Albany, NY (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As 

Amended ï Blood Plasma & Ordinance 8.41.20) 

8. John D. Wright, Principal Attorney, (Oppose Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As Amended ï Blood 

Plasma) 

9. Maureen McCauley (Support Ordinance 3.31.20(MC) As Amended ï Blood Plasma) 

 

Name:   Celeste Harp 

Address:  48 South Main Ave. 

Telephone:   

Topic:  Plasma donation center in the City of Albany: To Whom It May Concern, as a resident of 

the city I would like to publicly support the development of the plasma center. Plasma Donation 

centers, especially now, provide a critical and rare product to help with a litany of diseases and 

research. Having frequent the dog park nearby, I have no issue either visiting the immediate area 

or living in a city that has a donation center.  

Thank you, Celeste R. Harp 



 
I live close to the 900 Central Avenue location where CLS is seeking to locate the plasma center. 

I do not think that this is a good idea, the 900 Central location is already congested with the re-

location of the DMV there. 



 

Why the city of Albany? we feel as if we are the dumping ground, from which companies take, 

and give back little because they do not lie here, they leave at the end of the work day, and in 

addition a Florida company have no interest in the people of Albany NY other than a profit 

center. This is another example of profits over a predominant minority neighborhood. 

 

Plasma centers in general should be located in areas that are industrialized. They bring with them 

offshoot of individuals who's interest are not the interest of residents or quality of life for 

neighborhoods. These companies know that if they offer immediate dollars for blood, desperate 

and or poor people will purchase, this is unethical, they do not contribute to building solid 

employment base for communities. We cannot continue to be silent while folks pollute where we 

live. We are saying NO to this center.   

 

Angela Lewin 
CEO 

Albany Behavioral Health, LLC 

(518) 729-2126 *  Fax(518) 729-2127 

721 Madison Avenue  

Albany, NY 12208 

email: alewin@Albanybehavioralhealthllc.com 
 

I would like to support the Plasma Center proposal in Albany in view of the current pandemic.  

It would be especially beneficial if this company proposing the center was to explore anibody 

testing in conjunction with plasma donations.  

 

Here is a direct appeal from local hospitals  

Albany Med, St. Peter's seeking plasma donations from recovered COVID-19 patients 

 

As for the previously raised concern about possible exploitation of low-income residents, 

plasma donation is a generally safe procedure, and would be much safer than many jobs that the 

unemployed are now forced to take (e.g. supermarkets etc.) 

Donating Plasma: What Are the Side Effects? 

 

I am not a medical professional (a retired speech-language pathologist), but I follow science-

based sources  

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Olga Z. Porterfield 

 

Name:   Jack Guzewich 

Address:  61 Melrose Ave, Albany, NY 12203 

Telephone:  5184381308 

Topic:  ORDINANCE NUMBER 3.31.20(MC) As Amended : Blood Plasma Cemnters 

 

mailto:alewin@Albanybehavioralhealthllc.com
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-Med-among-first-to-use-experimental-15190894.php
https://www.healthline.com/health/donating-plasma-side-effects







